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KNOXVILLE (UPI) — A black minister 
who was a dose associate of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. will perform the ceremo-, 
ny when James Earl Ray marries a free- ' 
lance artist in a Tennessee prison, prob- 
ably Friday. tjgl, 

Anna Sandhu, Ray's 32-year-old fiancee, 
said Tuesday the couple chose Rev. James 
, Lawson of Los Angelesto perform thecere- 
mony because he had grown close to the 
Ray case over the years and had expressed 
doubt about Ray's guilt. , V , 4 . . 

She said the ceremony would probably 
be held Friday at the heavily guarded 
Brushy Mountain Penitentiary near Pe- ; 
tros where Ray is serving a 99-year sen- ■ 
tence for the 1968 sniper slaying of King in, 
Memphis. ' 

Lawson was a close friend of King and 
was often credited with bringing King to 
Memphis during the 1968 sanitation work- 
ers' strike. Lawson first came to Memphis, 
in 1962 os pastor of Centenary United 
Methodist Church. He left 12 years later,; 


Rev. James Lawson - 

‘ ' \Y : ' r -U *fT v ‘ 1 W; 


5ne nrsi raei nay, ov, wueu mic 9 muvu?u 

His efforts In Memphis included partici- bim for a television station at a court bear- 
pation tnsuch activities as school dcsegre- *pst summer . 

gation, protests against police brutality, Its really b«en . 

the hospital strike and the sanitation just waiting to see whenit v/ould be, she 
wnrimrs ^trikp J> - said. The suspense has been killing me. - y, 

He was honored by the Memphis Catho Brushy Mountain WardenStonney^ $ 
lie Council on Human Relations "for his reporter would be bOTedfr om the • . 

work in promoting understanding among ceremony in the prison s visitors center. ; 
all people" and by the West Tennessee JJ® sald ®bly six P e ?P le / 

American Civil Liberties Union as the man MssS^dhu would be permitted to ut end r 

SfiSST * e m ° St f0F dVU 5 allowed a short visit With 

Rpfore comine to Memphis Lawson was each other following the wedding, but : 

tie Rock schools, sit-in demonstrations in . guards. ' ' 

JffjS* £gfflgi ; SSX alone with him ." : 'v 

“in. C»r1SS. 8 ** *f*?tZt£SSSiS?' 8? 

Ackpd if ho thought it ironic that he a years ago. I don t feel good about it at &1U ? . 

din- ceremony for the man who confessed d nothing else mUy . . . 

jj),e.rs.gotha.hesh.tKln e ,Uwsontold K ample wmfld no. he .1- : 

- . lowed conjugal visits. e ^'> J : 

"If you’ll remember, Jesus Const said on - "I think I can cope with not seeing Jnraes 

the cross, ‘Father, forgive them for they , a i one until be Is released from prison, 
know not what they do.' There’s no doubt , w hlch 1 think is inevitable if there is any ■ ■ 
in my mind ‘ J 

would be In 
Martin Luther 

"Even if James Earl Ray were the killer 
beyond a shadow of a doubt, and Dr, King 
could return to perform the marriage, hs 
would do It." said Lawson, now pastor oi 
the Holman 1 
Los Angeles. 


" said Lawson, now pastor ol 
United Methodist Church in 
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